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n environmental movement across genres, cultures, and generations.

Watch and rediscover nature through cultural diversity in media curated by

Students from the Humanities Lab and Planetizing Citizenship at Arizona State
University. Team members picked 25 films and other media and separated them

into groups based on their top five choices.

The 25 films reflect diverse environmental cultures that discuss concerns related
to climate change, environmental narratives, and planetary citizenship. The
visual knowledge and topics gained through these films remain "crucial o
addressing the anthropogenic factors contributing to increasingly extreme
weather-related events (drought, fire, hurricanes, melting glaciers, and warming
and rising oceans)" (Adamson 135). Not only extreme weather but the effects of
human action towards marginalized communities and wildlife. The ecosystem
remains significantly impacted by human activity, and we as a species ourselves
should ask if animals, plants, and landscapes should have rights? Can we learn
from the natural world? And how can we reconnect with the environment

through film?
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https://www.un.org/en/un-chronicle/cultural-diversity-digital-age-pillar-sustainable-development
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change
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In an age Of fOfgthUlneSS thls partICUIar ScleCtlon Of ﬁlms I'CVIVCS the Splrlt Of COCXIStenCC Wlth nature. FOI‘ thls reason, these f

ﬁlms pr0V1de a representatlon of how cinematic storytelling from the use of Vlsuals, music, and sensory elements may offer an
s _understanding of the environmental urgency of how humanity impacts the place all living beings call home. The planet is faced

""with rapid transformation and loss of ecological communities, “ancestral knowledge_systems, animate worldviews,” and the 1

“acknowledge[ment| that “human and planetary survival are one and the same” (Silova). The question is, what if these types of

films preserve human-to-nature reconnection that could help aid our environmental awareness by learning from these

narratives? These films have the potential to advocate and educate viewers about environmental spaces and what it means to

learn from Indigenous lands, the importance of keystone species like the wolves, an insight into the sea’s marine ecosystem,
-

deforestation for urban development, and how plant é trees can bring llfe back to an unllvable place.
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https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/wolf-totem
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/the-snow-walker
https://youtu.be/epTqUnKsuUY?si=c4wEyHAm8eopYtvY
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/children-of-the-sea
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/pom-poko
https://youtu.be/Yr-GBAgTjXA?si=v1fy-gLMrWMP6trs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywBbmtS3E-w
https://slate.com/technology/2021/01/speaker-response-essay-nonhuman-communication-climate-change.html
https://slate.com/technology/2021/01/speaker-response-essay-nonhuman-communication-climate-change.html

hang -----'-may be compared with events in Earth’s dee

history.”

-Jan Zalasiewicz, Mark Williams, and Colin N. Waters, “Anthropocene,” Keywords for Environmental Studies (2016)

Watch on (£ YouTube

—

Is it time to reassess our re

lationship with nature? BBC Ideas (2020)
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https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/threat-classification-scheme
https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/threat-classification-scheme
https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/threat-classification-scheme
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How Film Connects Us and Calls for Reflection

Each of these five films has a different audience, style, and message that ranges from educational, experimental artistry, science
fiction, and children's animation to international cinema. But what these films have in common is how the message is to consider
our relationship to nature and what complex systems surround us. Having a relationship with nature means the context in which
our earth's systems have been cultivated and how people can live their lives with an environmental ethic conducive to coexistence.
Most of these films have some aspect of wonder for life. So, from this, audiences learn how to tap into their curiosity and witness

life through a cathartic and truthful scope. Carefully consider how these environmental films can help you see the world from a

different perspective.


https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/microcosmos
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/baraka
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/wall-e
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/avatar-2009
https://www.albatrossthefilm.com/

m11110n (May 1988; May 1990)

-Andy Dobson, “Biodiversity,” Keywords for Environmental Studles (2016)

Climate change » Climate change refers to
long-term shifts In temperatures and._.

THE

ROYAL

Watch on (£ YouTube “ .

\X/hy is biodiversity important - with Sir David Attenborough (2021)
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https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
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These films are all relacively new vl range from the early 2000s to 2024, and which appeal to the new generatlon of children and teens -

because each of these films portrays some sort of environmental issue from the Climate Crisis and the need for environmental justice. ~

People tend to overlook concerns linked to the loss of environmental life and the right to a healthy environment for humans and animals.
These films showcase these environmental issues, especially within the youth demographic. An underlying concern with the youth is that
they might only focus on the action and plot of the films and not the real issues. For instance, the film “Isle of Dogs” portrays a group of - |
dogs that habit a island that is used as a landfill, younger viewers may only see the plot of the dogs but fail to see that landfills like these
actual exist and do present a current issue in the environment and its inhabitants. The films portray these environmental issues that could
encourage the youth of today to create awareness. Being able to see what issues are currently ongoing globally or in their communities

and how advocatmg for the environment can be proactlve for the planet and for env1r0nmental justice all via the use of Film/Media."/#/% 4;1

o, | g By -lu_'u'- = 1 = s s |



https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/isle-of-dogs-2018
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/geostorm
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/interstellar
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/the-day-after-tomorrow
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/the-wild-robot
https://www.tiktok.com/@torotoroor/video/7377167052441652513?_t=8rx6MNbVfMk&_r=1
https://earth.org/the-biggest-environmental-problems-of-our-lifetime/

rginalized communities

east responsible for creating the harmful pollution from fossil energy anc

- who benefit least from the economic development and wealth it produces.

- Giovanna Di Chiro, “Environmental Justice,” Keywords for Environmental Studies (2016)

. Environmental justice | Social Inequality | MCAT | Khan Academy

Enwronmental
jUSuCe

0 Khan Academy

Environmental Justice, Social Inequality , MCAT, Khan Academy

Watch on [ YouTube





https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/mad-max-beyond-thunderdome
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/dont-look-up-2021
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/into-the-wild
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/swiss-family-robinson
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/captain-fantastic

 environment is {1

“with nature and people. Our identity, culture, history, and politics are bound

up in a sense of place.”

-Wendy Harcourt, “Place,” Keywords for Environmental Studies (2016)

What is Sense of Place, Architecture Lessons, #14 (2024)
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! The Environmental Influence of Taking Action i S

N These five documentary films were released in the early mid-2000s and center on similar condltlons relating to humans® « -,

relatlonshlps to the land all’ and water. ThCSC partlcular sets Of ﬁlms were chosen to uncover hOW dlfferent people and Wlldllfe arce

experiencing environmental change to their health. The films explore real-life experiences and data to address the environmental
effects of pollution. The statistics that these films release do apply to the future of younger generations. Learning about important

. topics like global warming and climate change is important because of the timeline these films were released. Knowing these

effects can help children spark conversations, think about future generations, and collectively discover new sustainable solutions
for the future. Vlsuals of the environment help the youth to see people actively go out and campaign and attempt to have a posmve

NV 1mpact that II‘ISPII'CS chlldren to WatCh tl‘lCSC fllmS and 1001( tOWélI’dS tl‘lC future


https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/my-octopus-teacher
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/an-inconvenient-truth
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/the-human-element
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/no-impact-man
https://www.justwatch.com/us/movie/david-attenborough-a-life-on-our-planet

iety is one where wider qu
, and economic opportunity are integrally related environmenta

imposed by supporting ecosystems.”

-Wendy Harcourt, “Sustainability,” Keywords for Environmental Studies (2016)
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’ What is Sustainable Development and Why is it Important? | Waterpedia #SDGsS...
: Share

Watch on B YouTube

What is Sustainable Development and Why is it Important? Waterpedia (2017)



Louden Wainwright [, & Hard Day On The Planet, Live

Ho'okohukohu e ka limu kohu

Video unavaliable Ke kau i IUIE nia moku Ia
Watch on YouTube

The limu kohu so alluring
Set atop the reef rocks

Watch on B0 Voulube

A Hard Day on the Planet (1986) Earth Song (1995) Ka Uluwehi O Ke Kai (1992)
By Loudon Wainwright II1 By Michael Jackson By Hapa

SDG #16: Sustainable Cities

SDG #13: Climate Change SDG #14: Life Below Water

and Communities



https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal14
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
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Video unavailable Video unavailable
Watch on YouTube Watch on YouTube

Watch on [0 Voulube

Big Yellow Taxi (2002) Earth (2019) Plants Music Vol I (2021)
By Counting Crow By Lil Dicky By Modern Biology

SDG #16: Peace Justice and Strong SDG #12: Responsible Consumption SDG# 1< Lif Land
15: Life on Lan

Institutions and Production



https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16

“The topic of ture was a maJor concern for our team and the hﬁman dgvelopment that
continues to ﬁéct all life on the planet Film, music, and other 1"orn‘¥01c media are a way to
( - experience connections, community, place and change. Media is a source of visual and

l sensory wtlonshlps that invite people worldwide to travel and experience beauty and

destructlon We hope that our selectlon of ﬂlms will encourage planetary crtlzenshlp and ’
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; . Directed by Matt Ross, : D16,
of the Sea. Directed by Ayumu Watanabe, 2019.

sustainable-development.
' Dicky, Lil. “Lil Dicky - Earth (Official Music Video).” YouTube, 18 Apr. 2019, www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvuN WvF1lto.
Don’t Look Up. Directed by Adam McKay, 2021.

Geostorm. Directed by Dean Devlin, 2017.

“the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.” ICUN Red List of Threatened species, www.iucnredlist.org/resources/threat-classification-scheme.

Into the Wild. Directed by Sean Penn, 2007.

Interstellar. Directed by Christopher Nolan, 2014.

Isle of Dogs. Directed by Wes Anderson, 2018.

Silova, Iveta. “If Nonhumans Can Speak, Will Humans Learn to Listen?” Slate Magazine, Slate, 30 Jan. 2021, slate.com/technology/2021/01/speaker-response-essay-nonhuman-communication-climate-change.html.
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Ka Lahui o Hawai'i Nei. “HAPA - Ka Uluwehi O Ke Kai (Lyric Video).” YouTube, 8 June 2022, www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8W8xtPkijQ. Accessed 3 Dec. 2024.

khanacademymedicine. “Environmental Justice | Social Inequality | MCAT | Khan Academy.” YouTube, 27 Mar. 2015, www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L2xCwD5RNI.

Laurent, Isabella. “Loudon Wainwright lll, a Hard Day on the Planet, Live.” YouTube, YouTube Video, 20 July 2013, www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmZNrgWAEVM. This video is posted by a Youtubers Youtube page and they

do not own any rights to this song.

Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome. Directed by George Ogilvie, George Miller, 1985.

Michael Jackson. “Michael Jackson - Earth Song (Official Video).” YouTube, 2 Oct. 2009, www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAi3VTSdTxU.

Microcosmos. Directed by Claude Nuridsany and Marie Perennou, 1996.

Modern Biology. “Modern Biology - Fairy Creek Alder in the Evening (Raag Kafi).” YouTube, 24 Oct. 2021, www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROSyoQNKwmo. Accessed 3 Dec. 2024.

My Octopus Teacher. Directed by Phillippa Ehrlich and James Reed, 2020.

No Impact Man. Directed by Laura Gabbert, 2009.

Pom Poko. Directed by Isao Takahata, Toho, 1995.

Robinson, Deena. “15 Biggest Environmental Problems of 2024.” Earth.org, Earth.org, 3 Jan. 2024, earth.org/the-biggest-environmental-problems-of-our-lifetime/.

Swiss Family Robinson. Directed by Ken Annakin,1960.

The Day after Tomorrow. Directed by Roland Emmerich, 2004.

The Human Element. Directed by Matthew Testa, 2018.

The Lorax. Directed by Chris Renaud and Kyle Balda, 2012.

The Man Who Planted Trees. Directed by Frederic Back, 1988.

The Royal Society. “Why Is Biodiversity Important - with Sir David Attenborough | the Royal Society.” YouTube, 11 Oct. 2021, www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlWNuzrge7U.

The Snow Walker. Directed by Charles Martin Smith, 2003.

The Wild Robot. Directed by Chris Sanders, 2024.

United Nations. “The 17 Sustainable Development Goals.” United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs: Sustainable Development, 2024, sdgs.un.org/goals.

“What Is Climate Change?” United Nations, Climate Action, 2023, www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change.

Waterpedia. “What Is Sustainable Development and Why Is It Important? | Waterpedia #SDGsSaturday.” YouTube, YouTube Video, 16 Sept. 2017, www.youtube.com/watch?v=amDNovg9f0o.

Wolf Totem. Directed by Jean-Jacques Annaud, 2015.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvuN_WvF1to
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAi3VTSdTxU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlWNuzrqe7U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amDNovg9f0o

